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buy health insurance across state lines. 
So today, in Governor Christie’s state, 
someone who would pay a premium 
there, a young 25-year-old man, buys a 
health insurance premium for about 
$6,000 a year, a healthy young man, can 
go to Kentucky, can buy a similar—not 
the same, but a similar policy, for 
$1,000 a year. So why wouldn’t we adopt 
the Shadegg language and let the peo-
ple in New Jersey save $5,000, and let 
them buy that policy in Kentucky 
until they start to lower the premiums 
and lower the mandates in New Jersey? 

Buying insurance across state lines 
does a lot to lower the cost of health 
care. And the President has said there 
isn’t enough competition in the health 
insurance industry. Remember, he 
demagogued the health insurance in-
dustry mercilessly for a long time: Not 
enough competition. So he wanted to 
create a new Federal health insurance 
company that would offer a handful or 
a dozen health insurance policies. 

Here are the real numbers, Mr. 
Speaker. There are 1,300 health insur-
ance companies in America—1,300 com-
panies. That is a lot of competition. 
The President’s idea is, well, we need 
1,301, then. And that will be the decid-
ing factor. And of those companies, 
there are approximately 100,000 dif-
ferent varieties of policies. If one want-
ed to go shopping, you could conceiv-
ably buy 100,000 different policies. That 
is a lot of policies and a lot of options 
and a lot of companies, and they are 
not allowed to compete across state 
lines. In fact, some of them don’t want 
to do that. Some of them want to pro-
tect their little bailiwick, and some of 
them are trying to establish a de facto 
monopoly in their States. The Shadegg 
bill fixes that, and it breaks that down 
and lets people go out of state to buy 
insurance. Those are two big things. 

I want 100 percent deductibility of 
everybody’s health insurance pre-
miums. If a corporation or a company, 
a sole proprietorship, partnership, lim-
ited liability corporation, if they can 
deduct health insurance premiums for 
their employees, why if they don’t pro-
vide that insurance can’t the employee 
deduct 100 percent of that premium in 
the same way? It is completely unjust. 

When I bring that up, some say it 
costs too much money. Well, then let’s 
level the tax a little bit. It is $32 bil-
lion, if I remember right, on the num-
ber. That is not too much money to 
give people equity and give people jus-
tice. 

So let’s have full deductibility of 
everybody’s premiums. Let’s buy insur-
ance across state lines, make all of the 
insurance companies in the country 
compete against each other. Let’s end 
this lawsuit abuse, Mr. Speaker. Let’s 
have transparency in billing, so we can 
start to reduce the cost shifting that 
takes place. Because some people un-
derpay; others have to overpay. 

And, by the way, cutting Medicare by 
half a trillion dollars and alleging that 
there is waste, fraud, abuse, and cor-
ruption out there—and they’ll be able 

to find that all if we just let them cut 
Medicare by half a trillion—how is it 
the President of the United States can 
make an allegation that there is waste, 
fraud, and abuse, and can end corrup-
tion to the tune of hundreds of billions 
of dollars and not point one finger at 
the people that are corrupted or doing 
it? And how is it that the President of 
the United States can hold a right hos-
tage to an ultimatum? 
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We have a right to a legitimate gov-
ernment; we have a right to govern-
ment oversight. If there’s waste, fraud, 
abuse, and corruption in Medicare, we 
shouldn’t have to be held hostage to 
pass socialized medicine to find out 
where it is so the government can go 
fix it. That should happen every day, 
automatically, every time, by due-dili-
gent public servants. A half a trillion 
dollar cut. By the way, wiping out 
Medicare Advantage. Oh, except for 
Florida. That’s the carve-out on there. 

The American people are full up to 
here of those kind of shenanigans. 
They’re tired of special arrangements. 
They really don’t like the idea that 
everybody’s Cadillac health insurance 
plan is going to be taxed at 40 percent, 
except the unions. They’re not going to 
be taxed quite so much. Give those an 
exemption because, after all, they 
helped the President get elected. 

So this is like a huge, right-out-in- 
the-open, shine-the-spotlight-on-it, po-
litical payoff. This is America. And 
this is what the people in Massachu-
setts revolted against today. A peace-
ful revolution. People that came up 
and said, I’m going to exercise my 
right at the ballot box. And if they ex-
ercise their good judgment and their 
right at the ballot box, then you don’t 
have to go to the other form of chang-
ing government, which gets a little 
bloody. The French had it kind of 
rough after our Revolution. We don’t 
want that in this country. We’re grate-
ful for people that go to the polls and 
provide that kind of revolution with 
good judgment and good energy and 
good organization and a great and won-
derful spirit. 

For me, I get to pack 3 days of good 
memories about Massachusetts into 
my mind, and I can carry that with me 
forever. That’s something that will 
never change now. I look forward to 
going back up there. Massachusetts, 
that deep, deep blue State turned a lit-
tle purple today, Mr. Speaker. 

So I appreciate your indulgence and 
you listening and I appreciate the op-
portunity to address you here before 
the House of Representatives on this 
glorious day. I look forward to every 
day we have from here on out to the 
end of this session as we shape this pol-
icy and we start to move back to san-
ity in America. I look forward to the 
elections in November of this year, 
2010. 

I look forward to the new faces that 
will come, the freshman class. It will 
be a large freshman class—a class of 

vigor, people that are full of energy, 
that really do come to change this 
country. I intend to team up with 
them, bring us a balanced budget, bring 
us back more liberty, strengthen our 
families, strengthen our foreign policy 
and, by the way, while that’s going on, 
we need to shape a President for 2010. 

Thank, Mr. Speaker. I appreciate it, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. TIAHRT (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for today on account of at-
tending a funeral. 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska (at the request 
of Mr. BOEHNER) for today and the bal-
ance of the week on account of attend-
ing his brother’s funeral in Alaska. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. QUIGLEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. BLUMENAUER, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. QUIGLEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. GRAYSON, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. POE of Texas) to revise and 
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:) 

Mr. PAUL, for 5 minutes, January 20 
and 21. 

Mr. POE of Texas, for 5 minutes, Jan-
uary 21, 22, and 26. 

Mr. JONES, for 5 minutes, January 21, 
22, and 26. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes, 
January 21 and 22. 

Mr. INGLIS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. MORAN of Kansas, for 5 minutes, 

January 20, 21, 22, and 26. 
Mrs. SCHMIDT, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. MCCLINTOCK, for 5 minutes, 

today. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 10 o’clock and 34 minutes 
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Wednesday, January 20, 2010, 
at 10 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, execu-
tive communications were taken from 
the Speaker’s table and referred as fol-
lows: 
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